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DETAILED ACTION 

1 This office action is in response to reopened prosecution following applicant's 
pre-appeal brief conference filed on 11/21/2005. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,968,365 B2 to Hollstrom et al (hereinafter "Hollstrom"), of record. 

In regard to claim 1 , Hollstrom discloses a digital camera (i.e. communication 
terminal) which is capable of connecting to a web server (i.e. communication apparatus) 
on the Internet (i.e. network) through a mobile telephone (i.e. cellular phone). As noted 
on FIG.1 and col. 5, line 58 - col. 6, line 28, the digital camera connects to the cellular 
phone, where the cellular phone can control the different functions of the digital camera 
through an infrared connection, a serial cable, or a Bluetooth (i.e. short range) interface. 
Additionally, the stored pictures on the digital camera are then published (transmitted) to 
a web server on the Internet. Furthermore, the digital camera with the WAP server 
module is inherently capable of accessing information on the Internet and is able to 
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retrieve (receive) pictures from the Internet (network). See col. 6, lines 35-38, where few 
of the functionalities of the camera are listed. 

In regard to claim 2 , establishing a Bluetooth connection between two devices 
(i.e. digital camera and cellular phone) requires the displaying of communication 
information (i.e. whether the devices had established connection or not). 

In regard to claim 3 , a batch file [i.e. captured picture file (e.g. widely used picture 
file formats JPEG, GIF, TIF, PSD... etc] is clearly disclosed by Hollstrom, which is 
recorded prior to being sent to a web server on the Internet. See col. 1 , lines 59-61 . 

In regard to claim 4 , see col. 6, lines 14-28. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-9 and 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Pat. No. 5,943.603 to Parulski et al. ("Parulski") in view of U.S. Pat. No. 
6,968,365 B2 to Hollstrom et al. (hereinafter "Hollstrom"), of record. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/020,240 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

In regard to claim 1 . Parulski discloses a communications terminal (combined 
cellular telephone/digital camera) (Fig. 7-9). The communications terminal comprises a 
receiving device (control processing unit 62) for receiving connection information (in the 
form of standard fax connection modes such as group VI fax) from a communication 
apparatus (destination fax machine) in order to properly transmit the stored image to the 
destination fax (col. 4, lines 50-67). Note that Group IV fax specifies a machine which 
operates at 64 Kps, which can only work on a digital channel, and which takes six 
seconds to transmit a 8 Vz x 1 1 page, and which supports certain progress codes. 
Thus, the Group IV connection mode strongly relates to connection information (e.g., 
digital, transmission speed, etc.). The connection information is received from (via) the 
cellular telephone (Fig. 7) part of the communication terminal. Thus, the connection 
information is for making a communication connection to the communication apparatus 
from a cellular phone. Parulski also discloses that the communication terminal 
comprises a transmitting and receiving device (cellular transceiver 66), which transmits 
and receives information to and from the communication apparatus (destination fax 
machine) based on the connection information received from (via) the cellular telephone 
receiver. For example, the transmitting and receiving device (transceiver 66) will have 
to support 64 Kps digital channel and certain fax progress codes (connection 
information). Thus, the information transmitted and received is based on the connection 
information. 

Parulski discloses a combined cellular telephone/digital camera communicating 
to plurality of receiver units (Fig. 1, A-C) via RF transmitter (col. 4, lines 10-15) and thus 
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fails to disclose that the communication terminal (digital camera) is separate from the 
cellular phone and locally positioned relative to the cellular phone when receiving the 
connection information. 

However, Hollstrom teaches a digital camera separate from a portable 
telecommunication apparatus (cellular phone) and locally positioned relative to the 
telecommunication apparatus to connect to a global information network such as the 
Internet for distributing information such as pictures captured by the digital camera (col. 
1, lines 59-61 and col. 2, lines 24-30). Additionally, refer to Fig. 1, where the digital 
camera 50 is placed relative to the cellular phone 1. The interconnection between the 
digital camera and the cellular phone can be in the form of a wireless short-range RF 
Bluetooth connection (see col. 7, lines 17-23) which has a relative range of 10m. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to separate the integrated device (e.g., digital 
camera/cellular telephone) of Parulski into distributed devices as taught by Hollstrom 
and yet be an integral unit (e.g., digital camera connecting to the cellular telephone via 
Bluetooth as a single unit) to access the Internet for distributing the pictures captured by 
the digital camera. 

The suggestion/motivation for doings so would have been to break an integrated 
device (e.g., the communication terminal (digital camera)/cellular device) into distributed 
devices in order to increase the flexibility of the device (e.g., the digital camera can be 
freed from the cellular telephone) and to reduce the cost to repair (e.g., the separate 
devices can be repaired/replaced individually). 
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In regard to claim 7 , claim 7 does not differ substantively from claim 1 with the 
exception that claim 7 recites the receiving device receives a "menu of destinations", 
which reads on camera display screen, which supports a menu of icons for the user to 
select, where the icons refer to destinations (Fig. 6 and col. 3, line 64 - col. 4, line 9). 
Claim 7 also recites an "input device", which reads on pen or stylus used to select the 
displayed icons. 

In regard to claim 2 , see Fig. 6, where the connection information as it relates to 
transmission data comprises which connected receiving device (destination fax 
machine) the picture will be transmitted to. 

In regard to claim 3 and 8 , Parulski discloses in abstract, lines 19 and 20, the 
communication terminal records a batch file [i.e. storing electronic image data (e.g. 
widely used picture file formats JPEG, GIF, TIF, PSD... etc) generated by the camera 
module] in advance for transmitting the batch file to the communication apparatus. For 
further details refer to the rejections of claim 1 and 7. 

In regard to claims 4 and 9 , the connection information includes attribute 
information such as a particular fax mode. Also, the connection information includes a 
particular dialed phone number (Fig. 10). 
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In regard to claim 5 , the use designates (selects) a destination fax machine 
(communication apparatus) via an inputting device such as a "pen" (Fig. 6) or a 
keyboard (col. 5, lines 10-16) for the reception of picture data. The designation 
(selection) process includes discovering the capabilities of the designated 
communication apparatus (fax machine) based on connection information received from 
the fax machine via the cellular phone before any actual picture data is transmitted (col. 
4, lines 44-67) (see also the claim 1 rejection). The camera (transmitting device) would 
then transmit and receive information to and from the designated communication 
apparatus (fax machine) based on the connection information previously received from 
the fax machine (via the cellular telephone) during the designation process. For 
example, Group IV fax includes progress codes (connection information) that are sent 
from the fax machine back to the transmitting device. 

In regard to claims 6, 15 and 18 , see Fig. 6. See the claim 2 rejection for further 
details. 

In regard to claims 14 and 17 , the communication terminal (camera) is at least 
partially digital. 

In regard to claims 16 and 19 , the mode switching element reads on the user 
selecting a destination fax machine, which switches the device into a communication 
mode all as discussed above. In addition, see col. 4, lines 44-50, where the "#" key is 
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part of the separate communication termination/cellular phone combination as modified 
in the claim 1 rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 10-13 and 20-25 are allowed. 

Examiner's Reasons for Allowance 

7. Independent claims 10 and 12 are detailed claims that recite significant structural 
detail sufficient to patentably distinguish over the prior art of record. For example, the 
subject claims recite the both the cellular phone and the communication terminal 
comprises a separate "receiving device" and a "transmitting and receiving device." 
Further, the cellular phone comprises an additional separate receiving device. Thus, a 
prior art arrangement where the cellular telephone comprised two "transmitting and 
receiving devices" (e.g., for each RF link) as is commonplace in the art would 
distinguish over the express language of the subject claims. Further regarding claim 1 0, 
the "transmitting and receiving device" in the cellular phone sends and receives 
information to a separate communication apparatus. However, the "transmitting and 
receiving device" in the communication terminal also sends and receives information to 
the communication apparatus. Thus, a prior art arrangement where only one link was 
used to send connection information to the communication apparatus would distinguish 
over the express language of the subject claim 10. Further regarding claim 12, the 
transmitting and receiving device in the cellular phone is limited to a "dial-up 
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connection" to the communication apparatus. Thus, a prior art arrangement that 
efficiently used a non-dialup connection (e.g., non-voice data signaling) would 
distinguish over the express language of the subject claim 12. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Petite (U.S. Patent No. 6,618,578 B1) discloses a system and method for 
communicating between a personal data access device (e.g. laptop, digital camera,...) 
and a remote communication unit via RF link [i.e. wireless communication nodes (e.g. 
mobile phones)]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samir S. Karovalia whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8133. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30am - 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Applicant is notified that the Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO 
has changed to 2617. 
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